APPENDIX  I
ON THF CBREMONY OF THE OPENING OF THE MOITTH
IN THE FUNERAL RITES OF ANCIENT EGYPT
There is an interesting parallel to the practice of
cutting off the right foreleg and putting it in the mouth
of the buffalo (described on page 51) in the ancient
funeral ceremonies connected with the cult of Osiris in
Egypt. The legend ran that, after Osiris had heen
murdered by his brother Set, his son Horns sought out
his body, in order to raise it to life ; and, when he found
it, he untied the bandages so tha* Osiris might move his
limbs and rise up. Under tie direction of Thoth,
Horns recited a series of formulas, as he presented
offerings to Osiris; and he and his sons and Anubis
performed the ceremonies which opened the mouth and
nostrils, and the eyes and ears of Osiris. This opening
of the mouth was one of the regular funeral rites in
ancient Egypt.
There is a book found in tombs called the Book of
the Opening of the Mouth; and in a British Museum
bulletin, entitled The Book of the Dead, written by
Mr. E. A. Wallis Budge, it is said that, cm the upper
margins of the insides of coffins, there are frequently
given two or more rows of coloured drawings of the
offerings which under the fifth dynasty were presented
to the deceased or his statue during the celebration of
the service of **Opening the Mouth/* In one of the
illustrations the ceremony of Opening the Mouth is
shown as being performed on the mummy of a royal
scribe. In the picture there is a calf walking in front
of its mother with its left foreleg cat off, and in front
of the calf are two slaves, one with the heart of the